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Adityas or solar deities. From the fact that there are
no hymns entirely addressed to her, they have con-
cluded that Aditi, as a goddess, came in at the very
last moments of Yedic poetry.

The same might be said of Dyaus, a name corre-
sponding with the Greek Zeus. He occurs even less
frequently than Aditi amongst the deities to whom
long hymns are addressed in the Veda. But so far
from being a modern invention, we know now that
he existed before a word of Sanskrit was spoken in
India, or a word of Greek in Greece; that he is in
fact one of the oldest Aryan deities, who at a later
time was crowded out, if I may use that expres-
sion, by Indra, Rudra, Agni and other purely Indian
gods.

Aditi not a modern deity.

The same, I believe, is the case with Aditi. Her
name occurs in invocations together with Dyaus, the
sky, Pn'thivi, the earth, Sindhu, the rivers, and other
really primitive deities; and far from being a purely
hypothetical mother of the Adityas, she is represented
as the mother of all the gods.

In order to understand this, we must try to find
out what her own birthplace was, what could have
suggested the name of Aditi, the boundless, the in-
finite, and what was the visible portion in nature to
which that name was originally attached.

Natural origin of Aditi*

I believe that there can be .little doubt that Aditi,
the boundless, was one of the oldest names of the